Phenological and production characteristics have been observed on 17 strawberry varieties. The earliest flowering was observed in Honeoye and Eris
Introduction
The recommendation of an assortment list is fairly dynamic and prone to changes and it requires continuous tracking, introduction and research, which necessitates the regular selection of the best commercial varieties (Mišić i Nikolić, 2003) . In recommending the strawberry varieties, their phenological and productivity characteristics are well studied by various authors, who have made classifications by ripening group, starting from the early varieties to the late ones, classifications according to fruit mass, yield, quality of fruits and a different level of resistance to disease (Nenadović-Mratinić et al. (2006) , Nikolić et al., (2007) , Faedi et. al. (2000) .
Annual strawberry production in the Republic of Macedonia is around 3-5000 t, mainly based on Senga Sengana and partially Pocahontas. Production is on the open field, with no adequate and quality, but mixed planting material which produces low and unequal yields (6.15 t/ha).
The aim of this paper is to examine the phenological and production characteristics of 15 introduced high quality strawberry varieties and to improve the assortment in the R. Macedonia.
Materials and methods

Results and discussion
The studied varieties of strawberry started to blossom ( Table 1) . The average blossoming period is 27 days, while the full blossoming period amounts to 37 days. The Honeoye and Chandler have the shortest blossoming period (24 days), while Evita, Marmolada and Camarosa had the longest (30 days). The earliest blossoming was noted in 04 (March 30). The same year saw the longest blossoming period (44 days). In accordance with the beginning of blossoming, the examined varieties of strawberry have been divided into 3 groups: early-blossoming varieties (April 5-7 on average): Honeoye, Eris, Madlen, Evita, Chandler, Belerubi and Tethis; medium -blossoming (April 8-10): Marmolada, Elsanta, Pocahontas, Paros, Favette and Miranda and lateblossoming varieties (April 11-13): Camarosa, Senga Sengana, Idea and Onda. The Madlen variety did not blossom in 2002, due to the late planting which resulted in the inability of the fruits to produce a timely differentiation of floral buds. This corresponds with the tests of Selamovska (2006) conducted at the same time and at the same location with the strawberry varieties, namely Senga Sengana and Pocahontas, concluding that the optimal planting period in the Skopje region is around 15 August. Kiprijanovski (2001) concludes that Pocahontas blossoms in the first decade of April in the Skopje region, with duration of 20 to 24 days. According to Veleva and Tešić (1973) , Senga Sengana begins to blossom in the second decade of April, while according to Blagojević (1999) The average size of the fruit with the examined varieties amounts to: 32.1x30.6x27.6mm (Table 3 ). The largest fruits were measured in 2002. Belrubi is the variety with the largest fruit, while the smallest is the control Senga Sengana ( 
